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Initiator and co-president : 

Guillaume KLOSSA (FR) – President and Founder of EuropaNova; former Special Adviser 
on artificial intelligence and platforms to the VP of the European Commission (2018–2019). 
Writer and tech and civic entrepreneur. Former EBU director. 

Co-presidents : 

Christophe BAVIERE (FR) – Co-Chief Executive Officer of Eurazeo; founder and former 
Chief Executive Officer of Idinvest Partners (1997–2021). 

Mariya GABRIEL (BG) – President, Robert Schuman Institute DPM and MFA Bulgaria 
(2023–2024); European Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and 
Youth (2019–2023); European Commissioner for the Digital Economy and Society 
(2017–2019); Member of the European Parliament (2009–2017). 

William KADOUCH-CHASSAING (FR) – Co-Chief Executive Officer of Eurazeo; former 
Deputy General Manager and Chief Financial Officer of Société Générale (2018–2022); 
previously Managing Director at JPMorgan Chase & Co. (2007–2013). 

Esther LYNCH (IE) – General Secretary of the European Trade Union Confederation 
(ETUC).  

Nicolas SCHMIT (LU) – European Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights (2019–2024); 
Minister for Labour, Employment and Immigration of Luxembourg (2009–2018); Permanent 
Representative of Luxembourg to the European Union (1998–2004). 

Jean-François Van BOXMEER (BE) – Chairman of Vodafone, Chairman of the European 
Round Table for Industry.  

Margrethe VESTAGER (DK) – Executive Vice-President of the European Commission for 
A Europe Fit for the Digital Age (2019–2024); European Commissioner for Competition 
(2014-2024); Deputy Prime Minister of Denmark (2011–2014). 

Dr. Slavoj ŽIŽEK (SI) – Philosopher and author, International Director of the Birkbeck 
Institute for the Humanities at the University of London; Global Distinguished Professor of 
German at New York University. 

 

Co-Founders (non-exhaustive list) 

Roland ABOLD (DE) – Managing Director at Infratest Dimap (InDi); Board member of 
Data Ahead. 

Gian-Paolo ACCARDO (IT) – Co-founder & CEO at Voxeurop; Board member of the 
European Centre for Press and Media Freedom (ECPMF). 

Marta AGOSTINHO (PT) – Biologist; Executive Director of EU-LIFE, an alliance of 
leading European life-science research centres. 



 

Bilal ALNEMR (SY) – Violinist. 

António Vasco ALVES MACHADO (PT) – Permanent Representative of Portugal to the 
Council of Europe in Strasbourg. Previously served as Portuguese Ambassador to Kyiv, 
Ukraine and Ambassador to the Kingdom of Belgium. 

Claude-France ARNOULD​(FR) – Senior Fellow for European Defense at the Brussels 
Institute for Geopolitics; former ambassador and chief executive of the European Defense 
Agency.  

Daniel BAAL (FR) – President of Crédit Mutuel Alliance Fédérale and of the French 
Banking Federation (FBF). 

Bertrand BADRÉ (FR) – Managing Partner and Founder of Blue like an Orange Sustainable 
Capital. 

Vivek BADRINATH (FR) - Director General of the GSMA; Board member of EuropaNova. 

Jeanne BARSEGHIAN (FR) – Mayor of Strasbourg. 

Jan-Philipp BEDFORD (DE) – Manager Global Government Affairs at Linde. 

Piero BENASSI (IT) – Ambassador; former Diplomatic Adviser to the Prime Minister of 
Italy and former Italian Permanent Representative to the European Union. 

Luca BERGAMO (IT) – Senior Advisor at Fondazione Pistoletto Cittadellarte ONLUS. 

Frédéric BIERRY (FR) – President of the European Collectivity of Alsace. 

Malgorzata BONIKOWSKA (PL) – President of the Centre for International Relations 
(Poland); expert in European affairs and communication. 

Jean-François van BOXMEER (BE) – Chairman of Vodafone Group; former CEO of 
Heineken; member of the European Round Table for Industry. 

Jean-Pierre BOURGUIGNON (FR) – Mathematician, former President of the European 
Research Council and Director of IHES. 

Paul BOURY (FR) – Business leader, Founder of Boury & Associés (France). 

Sebastien BRACK (BE) – Senior Advisor, Representative to the European institutions at the 
Kofi Annan Foundation; Board member, Athens Democracy Forum. 

Mercedes BRESSO (IT) – Former MEP and President of the European Committee of the 
Regions. 

Gilles BRIATTA (FR) – President of the Steering Committee; Senior Counsel at Gide 
Loyrette Nouel (since 2023); former Group General Secretary at Société Générale 



 

(2015–2021); Secretary General for European Affairs and EU Adviser to the French Prime 
Minister (2007–2011). 

Cathie BURTON (UK) – Journalist and communications expert. Previously Senior Editorial 
Advisor at the Council of Europe and Head of Communications at the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). 

Alessandro CANALI​ (IT) – Legal Advisor at Congress Antimafia Commission; Former 
Deputy Director General at Italian Customs and Monopoly Authority. 

Ugo CAPPELLACCI (IT) – Member of Parliament of the Italian Republic; previously 
president of the Sardinia region (2009 to 2014). 

Alecxander CASTRO (PA) – Economist. Panemanian delegation.​ 

Stefano CAVAGNETTO (CZ) – Doctor in Mathematics and Philosophy. Dean Director of 
CRIS (Centre of Research and Interdisciplinary Studies) of the School of Business of the 
Prague City University. 

Alessia CENTIONI (IT) – Head of Polling Europe, data driven strategy; Co-founder and 
president of European Women Alliance (EWA);  President of Civico Europa.​  

Iolanda CHINELLATO (IT) – Pediatrician in Italy, PhD, University Lecturer at UNIBA, 
author of over 100 scientific articles, expert in pediatric allergology, pneumology, and 
medically complex patients. 

Jasmina CIBIC (SI) – Artist and filmmaker, Baltic Center for Contemporary Art (London).  

Steven CLEMONS (US) – Foreign policy analyst; Editor-at-Large for The Hill; founder of 
CSIS’s Observers Forum. 

Diego COSSU (PA) – Vice Consul of Panama in Genoa, Italy.​  

Olivier COSTA (FR) – Political scientist; CNRS Research Professor at Sciences Po, 
specialist in the European Parliament. 

Oliver COSTE (FR) – President of Foundation for the Economic Study of Disruptive 
Innovation (FESDI). 

Jean-Baptiste CUZIN (FR) – Head of cross-border, European and international cooperation 
of the local government of the Grand Est region. 

Dominik DAMAST (DE) – Professor of Economy at Luiss Guido Carli University. 

Nicole DE FONTAINES (FR) – Executive Director at CEMS, The Global Alliance in 
Management Education. 



 

Aart Jan DE GEUS (NL) – Former Minister of Social Affairs of the Netherlands; former 
OECD Deputy Secretary-General and Chairman of Bertelsmann Stiftung.  

Emmanuel DE ROMÉMONT (FR) – Retired Air Force General and President of 
Rend-Fort; Associate Professor at Université Paris-Dauphine. 

Katherine DETTER (US) – EuropaNova team. Previously worked in Washington D.C. at 
policy firm Capitol Counsel and for Congressman Don Beyer (VA-08) in the United States 
House of Representatives. 

Sandrine DIXSON-DECLÈVE (BE) - Honorary President/Global Ambassador, The Club of 
Rome. Co-founder of The Systems Transformation Hub. Professor, College of Europe. 

Yuliya DRAGANOVA (AT) – Vienna State Opera, Sponsoring/Circle of Friends. 

Wieteke DUPAIN (NL) – CEO of Euclid Network, the European network for social 
enterprise and impact-driven leadership. 

Paul DUJARDIN (BE) – Historian, former CEO of the Palais des Beaux-Arts in Bruxelles. 

Christine DURINX (BE) – Managing Director at VIB, a leading life-sciences research and 
innovation institute in Belgium. 

Hakim EL HADOUCHI (FR) – Strasbourg-based social entrepreneur; co-founder of 
TESSLAB supporting urban and digital innovation. 

Philippe ÉTIENNE (FR) – Ambassador of France; former Ambassador to the United States 
and Germany; Sherpa to President Macron (2017–2019). 

Clarisse FELETIN (FR) – Author, director, journalist, and writer of social documentary 
films. ​  

Michele FIORILLO (IT) – Political philosopher; coordinator of the CIVICO Europa 
network and co-initiator of pan-European democracy initiatives. 

Cynthia FLEURY (FR) – Philosopher and psychoanalyst; Professor at CNAM and holder of 
the Humanities & Health Chair. 

Bruno FUCHS (FR) – Member of Parliament for Haut-Rhin’s 6th constituency; Chair of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee; Spokesperson for the Democratic Movement (MoDem); 
Councillor of Alsace. 

Mariya GABRIEL (BG) – Prime Minister of Bulgaria; former European Commissioner for 
Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and Youth (2019–2023). 

Maria Fernanda GABRIEL-HANNING (PT) – President of Maison de l’Europe 
Strasbourg–Alsace; journalist and former President of the Strasbourg Press Club. 



 

David GALÁN BERINI (ES) – General Coordinator of the Fundació Centre Internacional de 
Música Antiga, promoting European musical heritage and intercultural dialogue. 

Catarina GARCIA (PT) –  Lawyer at the Department for the Execution of Judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights of the Council of Europe.​ 

Delphine GARNIER​(FR) – President of the Four Colors Association. 

Paolo GENTILONI (IT) – EU Commissioner for Economy (2019–2024); Prime Minister of 
Italy (2016–2018); Co-Chair of a UN expert group on the debt crisis. 

Stéphane GLASER (FR) – Professor of Law at Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne; Director of the 
CyberLex Institute, expert in digital law and cybersecurity. 

Silvia GOMEZ RECIO (ES) – Secretary General at Young European Research Universities 
Network (YERUN). 

John GOODMAN (US) – Director of Syracuse University in Strasbourg. 

Peter GRK (SI) – Secretary General of the Bled Strategic Forum and National Coordinator 
for the Western Balkans at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia. 

Carole GRANDJOUAN (FR) – Founder of Artisans d’Avenir, promoting excellence in 
crafts and sustainable design. 

Jack HANNING (UK) – Secretary General of the Association of Schools of Political Studies 
of the Council of Europe. Previously Strasbourg Representative for the European Movement 
International. 

Jens HAUSER (FR) – Paris and Copenhagen based media studies scholar and art curator 
focusing on the interactions between art and technology. 

Valérie HAYER (FR) – President of the Renew Europe Group, European Parliament. 

Philippe HUBERDEAU (FR) – Diplomat and senior civil servant; Secretary General of 
Scale-Up Europe, expert in European affairs and digital innovation. 

Jo HUYGH (BE) – Co-founder of DRUUM (since 2015); Co-founder of DUSS (since 2019). 

Dimitar IVANOV (BG) – Chairman of the Bulgarian Business Forums and Board Member 
of the European Innovation Council; expert in innovation policy and entrepreneurship. 

Doncho IVANOV (CH) – Senior Business Consultant & Process Expert, Finance & 
Commercial at Swiss Aviation Software. 

Sofia IVANOVA (UA) – Lawyer specializing in international law and human rights. 
Currently an intern at the Council of Europe and a legal consultant for Amnesty International. 



 

Sophie JAVARY (FR) – Vice-Chairman CIB EMEA at BNP Paribas. 

Luc JEANNIN-NALTET (FR) – Project Manager at BNP Paribas; Delegate to the Council 
of the Swiss Abroad (CSE). 

Seth JOLLY (US) – Chair of the Department of Political Science at Syracuse University; 
specialist in European politics. 

Besiana KADARE (AL) – Former Ambassador of the Republic of Albania to the United 
Nations and to UNESCO. 

Bahadır KALEAĞASI (TR) – President of the Bosphorus Institute; former Director General 
of TÜSİAD. 

Leyla KAYACIK (TR) – Secretary General of the Europa Power Initiative - Former member 
of the Secretariat of the Council of Europe (for 35 years) and former Special Representative 
of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe on migration and refugees. 

Peter KAZIMIR (SI) – Governor of National Banque of Slovenia. 

Ivan KORČOK (SK) – Slovak diplomat; former Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign and European Affairs of Slovakia. 

Nika KOVAČ (SI) – Anthropologist, sociologist and activist; Founding Director of the 8th of 
March Institute. 

Ivan KRASTEV (BG) – Political scientist; Founding Chairman of the Center for Liberal 
Strategies (Bulgaria). 

Heiko KRETSCHMER (DE) – Founding Partner of Johanssen + Kretschmer; expert in 
public affairs and strategic communication. 

Meglena KUNEVA (BG) – Former European Commissioner for Consumer Protection and 
Deputy Prime Minister of Bulgaria; EU Ambassador to the Council of Europe. 

Armin LASCHET (DE) – President of the Commission for Foreign Affairs, Bundestag. 

Clara LATINI (IT) – Consultant at the World Bank; OSCE Women Leadership Program 
Fellow. 

Jean-Marie LEHN (FR) – Nobel Laureate in Chemistry (1987); pioneer of supramolecular 
chemistry at the University of Strasbourg. 

Jo LEINEN (DE) – President of the European Movement (since 2011); Member of the 
European Parliament (1999 to 2019). 

Franck LEROY (FR) – President of the Grand Est Region (since 2023); former Mayor of 
Épernay. 



 

Simona LESKOVAR (SI) – Ambassador, Program Director of the Bled Strategic Forum. 

Jean-Marc LIEBERHERR (FR) – Business leader; former CEO of the Diamond Producers 
Association and President of the Institut Jean Monnet. 

Rodrigo LIMA FALIVENI (UY) – Project Coordinator, Forum 2000 Foundation. Supported 
democratization initiatives in Uruguay, Uganda, Latin America, and the Indo-Pacific. 

André LOESEKRUG-PIETRI (FR/DE) – Investor and policy expert; Chair of JEDI (Joint 
European Disruptive Initiative). 

Étienne LOOS (FR) – Former ministerial advisor, board member of La Royale 
Investissement France, Laureate of the ranking Choiseul Alsace 2025. 

Fabio MANCINI (IT) – International supermodel, long-standing face of Giorgio Armani, 
philanthropist and cultural mediator, included since 2023 by Friends of Europe among the 40 
European young leaders representing Italy. 

Florian MANTE (FR) – Special Advisor to the Court of Auditors. 

Flora MATTEI (FR) – Director for regional development and European cooperation 
Eona-X; elected member of the corsican Assembly; former president of transports office of 
Corsica and executive councilor, headmaster Pr. Engineer. 

Dominique MÉDA (FR) – Professor of Sociology, Université Paris Dauphine - PSL. 

Marta MIĄCZYŃSKA (PL) – Director of the International Institute of Molecular and Cell 
Biology (IIMCB) in Warsaw; Professor of Biological Sciences. 

Niccolo MILANESE (IT) – Co-founding director of European Alternatives; Scientific 
Director Europe at Berggruen Institute; fellow of BI-Europe in Venice. 

Gilles MOEC​(FR) - Chief Economist at AXA. 

Hervé MORITZ (FR) – Lecturer and Researcher in Contemporary History; President of the 
European Movement (France). 

Mojmir MRAK (SI) – Professor of Economics; specialist in European integration and 
financial policy. 

Stjepan OREŠKOVIĆ (HR) – Professor of Medicine and entrepreneur, active in global 
health and management. 

ORLAN (FR) – French multimedia and performance artist; pioneer of body and “carnal” art. 

Dimitris PAPALEXOPOULOS (GR) – Chairman of Titan Cement International; member of 
the European Round Table for Industry. 



 

Guillaume PARENT (FR) – Consultant on human rights and public health; staff at the 
European Council. 

Stephan PETERMANN (NL) – Architect, Founder of MANN, Editor in Chief VOLUME at 
Archis.  

Jernej PIKALO (SI) – Professor of Social Science; leading Slovenian voice on Europe’s 
geopolitical role. 

Adrien PINELLI (FR) – Managing Director, Head of Middle East & Global Public Affairs, 
Investor Relations at Eurazeo. 

Wolfgang PINNER (DE) – Economist. Senior Manager in financial institutions in Germany, 
France, and Luxembourg. Former COO/DGA BNP Paribas Leasing Solutions. ​  

Sneska QUAEDVLIEG-MIHAILOVIC (RS) – Secretary General of Europa Nostra, the 
European Voice of Civil Society Committed to Cultural Heritage.​  

Andrei RADULESCU (RO) – Senior Researcher at Institute for World Economy and 
Romanian Academy Member of the Bretton Woods Committee. 

Mujtaba RAHMAN (UK) – Managing Director of Eurasia Group; Visiting Research Fellow, 
at London School of Economics (LSE). 

Francesca RATTI (IT) – Former Deputy Secretary-General of the European Parliament and 
co-founder of CIVICO Europa.  

Nina RAWAL (SE) – Partner at Trill Impact Advisory and Co-Head of the Ventures; former 
head of life science at venture-capital firm Industrifonden. 

Maria João RODRIGUES (PT) – Economist and politician; former Member of the 
European Parliament and President of the FEPS think tank. 

Yury REVICH (AT) – Violinist, composer and cultural leader; Artistic Director of Festival 
Nights and UNICEF Honorary Representative. 

Oliver RÖPKE (AT) – President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). 

Nathalie ROOS (FR) – Non Executive Board Director, Former CEO Lipton Teas and 
Infusions, Former Executive Committee member L’Oréal. 

Henri-Paul ROUSSEAU (CA) – Canadian financial executive; former CEO of Caisse de 
dépôt et placement du Québec. 

Domènec RUIZ DEVESA (ES) – Member of the European Parliament (2019–2024); 
Vice-Chair of the Constitutional Affairs Committee. 

Sophia RUSSACK (DE) – CEPS research fellow on EU institutional architecture, 
decision-making processes, and institutional reform, focusing on the European Commission.  



 

Jochen SANDIG (DE) – Cultural entrepreneur; co-founder of Sasha Waltz & Guests and 
founder of Sophiensaele in Berlin. 

Jordi SAVALL BERNADET (ES) – Founder and President of the Fundació Centre 
Internacional de Música Antiga; world-renowned conductor and UNESCO Artist for Peace. 

Isabelle SCHWARZ (NL) – Public policy manager at Cultural Foundation. 

Alireza SHOJAIAN (IR) –  Artist. Began his career in Tehran and Beirut, based in Paris 
since 2019. His work aims to challenge societal prejudices against non-heteronormative 
masculine identities. 

Christian SINDING (NO) – Institutional Partner and Chair of EQT Council. 

Antoine SIRE (FR) – Former Member of the Executive Committee and Company 
Enlargement Director of BNP Paribas. Member of the Executive Committee of the BNP 
Paribas Foundation. 

Alan SMITH (PA) – Lawyer. CEO, World Debate Consulting. 

Alberto SORBELLI​ (IT) – Artist. His work reveals the fractures between legality and 
legitimacy, between institution and individual, between conformity and freedom. 

Nathalie SOUSSAN (FR) – ​Lawyer at AVOCAP, Member of the Board of Directors. 

Kinga STANISLAWSKA (PL) – VC investor, Forbes 50 Women in tech Europe.  

Laurence THEBAULT (FR) – Head of Relationships with external stakeholders (Company 
Engagement) and Head of ESG Legal at BNP Paribas Group.​  

Loukas TSOUKALIS (GR) – President of ELIAMEP Athens, Professor Sciences Po Paris.  

David VAN SLYKE (US) – Dean of the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at 
Syracuse University. 

Ursula VAVRIK (AT) – Expert in European Affairs & Sustainable Development, Cultural 
Manager, Director of NEW WAYS Center for Sustainable Development. 

Sabine VERHEYEN (DE) – First Vice-President of the European Parliament. 

Peter VESTERBACKA (FI) – Technology entrepreneur; former CMO of Rovio 
Entertainment. 

Cédric VILLANI (FR) – Mathematician at Claude Bernard University Lyon 1; 
Vice-President of EuropaNova. 

António VITORINO (PT) – Former European Commissioner and Director-General of the 
International Organization for Migration. 



 

Henri VULLIERME (FR) – Mathematician. Founder of Uniligne.  

Sasha WALTZ (DE) – German choreographer; co-founder of Sasha Waltz & Guests and 
former co-director of the Staatsballett Berlin. 

Laurent WARLOUZET (FR) – Professor of European History at Sorbonne University. 

Klaus WELLE (DE) – Special Adviser to EU Commissioner Andrius Kubilius; former 
Secretary General of the European Parliament (2009–2022). 

Peggy WIHLIDAL (FR) –Professional coach for women in leadership. Previously Director 
of the Grand Est Transformation (GET) Health Department.​  

Yordan YORDANOV (BG) – Economist. CEO of Ozone.bg;  Previously CEO of Parizou, 
Megalan Network, and InterBGcom.​ 

Malte ZABEL (DE) – German policy expert; Co-Director of the Europe’s Future Program at 
Bertelsmann Stiftung. 
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