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ABSTRACT

Environmental issues in the Western Balkans are at the crossroads of civic mobiliza-
tion processes against the negative effects of various types of pollution and the pro-
cess of integration into the European Union. In addition, during the post-socialist pe-
riod a dependent capitalism has emerged in Western Balkans countries, particularly
as a result of increased dependence on foreign investments and international aid. In
this context, the article analyses the economic development and consequences of de-
pendent capitalism on the environment. It analyses also how process of European inte-
gration impact on environmental issues as well as the role of local actors and how they
are reflected in public policies. The significant increase in civil society actors acting
in the field of environment has created a new situation in recent years. In this sense,
the article questions the concept of environmental democracy in the Western Balkans.



Environmental democracy in the Western Balkans between dependent capita-
lism and integration into the European Union

Nebojsa Vukadinovic'

Since the 1990s, following pressure from environmental movements, the
question of the consequences of competitiveness on the environment has led to
economic studies that take environmental issues into account. Among these, the “Mi-
chael Porter hypothesis” places the environment at the service of productivity and
competitiveness?. Here, regulations and standards are central because they push
companies to transform their production methods and would have beneficial effects
on the environment. Michael Porter’s hypothesis is thus based on performance and
profits from changes in production methods. Even if according to this assumption the
winners are on both sides, environment, and companies, in the end, there are all the
same “winners and losers”. In the case of Western Balkans countries, the introduc-
tion of European regulations and standards has been topical in recent years. During
this period, the priority is placed on rapid privatizations, the closure of many unprofi-
table companies as well as banks. The relationship between savings and productive
investment disappears completely. During the last two decades, the focus was on
FDI (Foreign Direct Investment,)which does not arrive at the expected level. Thus,
privatizations were mainly for the benefit of people enriched during the previous
period and regimes of 90s. However, during the last decade, Chinese investments
as well as Gulf countries, Turkey and the arrival of some multinational companies
from different countries have changed the situation. A dependent capitalism has
emerged in the Western Balkans particularly as a result of increased dependence
on foreign investment. Despite a period of slowdown in foreign direct investment in
the Western Balkans during the period of the Covid 19 pandemic, the gradual exit
from the pandemic has seen a significant increase in Foreign direct investment, in
particular towards Serbia which recorded in 2022 an increase of 27.9% compared to
the year 2021. China invests in Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina in old technolo-
gy in the energy sector that pollutes the environment. While, for example, coal pro-
vides cheap energy, buildings are outdated and pollute the environment. Moreover,
the lithium mining projects in Serbia by the Anglo-Australian multinational company
Rio Tinto have been followed by actions of local NGOs against these projects and
have seen the emergence of environmental conflicts which have led to changes of
position of local governments. So, environmental issues in the Western Balkans have
become topical over the past decade. and more particularly in recent years with
a significant increase in the number of NGOs active in this sector. The process of
integration into the European Union has also made it possible to highlight environ-
mental issues through reforms in connection with the negotiations of the chapters
of the Community acquis and the announcement of the Green Deal for the Balkans.
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In this context, environmental issues are at the crossroads of civic mobilization
processes against the negative effects of various types of pollution and the pro-
cess of integration into the European Union. Is it therefore possible to speak of
an « environmental democracy » in the Western Balkans ? What are the conse-
quences of dependent capitalism on the environment in the Western Balk-
ans ? How does the process of European integration affect the conside-
ration of environmental issues in public policies in the Western Balkans ?

The concept of « ecological - environmental democracy »'
has been developed during the last three decades with an extensive literature?.
The environmental democracy index is based on several composite indicators with
clear distinction between three pillars: a) free access information on environmental
problems and quality, b) participation in decision-making and c) enforcement of
environmental laws. These indicators can be considered as fundamental rights of
citizens. They are also based on possible impacts of citizens on decision-making
processes and on public policies. Contribution of civil society organization to the
Green Agenda in the Western Balkans as part of the EU accession process has
been highlighted by the EU and embedded in several declaration®. The relation
between environment and economic development is more complex. Despite some
research that are part of regulationist thought, according to Sandrine Rousseau
and Bertrand Zuindeau « it is clear that they are too few and insufficiently coor-
dinated to form a true regulationist theory of the environment. In fact, the integra-
tion of the environment into the regulationist corpus remains an exercise that is
still largely unfinished. In this sense the contribution of Louison Cahen-Fourot and
Nelo Magalhaés is interesting because these authors introduce the «socio-me-
tabolic dimension »*The concept of “metabolism” makes it possible to study the
“physical units of energy and matter that enter and leave (waste, emissions, etc.)
from an economic system »°. In the case of Western Balkans countries, the mo-
del of neo-liberal capitalism of the last twenty years is based on a « socio- meta-
bolic regime » which is characterized by an intensive use of resources and ma-
terials at the national level with a strong negative influence on the environment,
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with a significant impact of industrial pollution on public health. power, li-
mited energy efficiency, high rates of energy poverty despite generally high le-
vels of subsidies, limited market mechanisms and private sector participation.
The energy sector in the Western Balkans is still characterized by insuffi-
cient and obsolete infrastructure, high dependence on fossil fuels, late adop-
tion of renewables except for residential biomass and hydropower, limited
energy efficiency, high rates of energy poverty despite generally high le-
vels of subsidies, limited market mechanisms and private sector participation.

Socio-economic development and environment in former Yugoslavia

After the Second World War and mainly after 1948, Yugoslavia embarked on
a model of socialism different from other Eastern European countries characterized
by self-management and the establishment of a « socialist market economy ». This
had multiple advantages since it made it possible to create competition, develop
production and integrate the national economy into the world economy. Two antago-
nistic tendencies that must be reconciled are therefore present at the political and
economic level. One aims to strengthen decentralization at the level of companies
and municipalities, the other, predominant, aims to strongly maintain the centraliza-
tion of power through the League of Communists, a single party. Atthe same time, Yu-
goslavia experienced a process of reconstruction with “brigades and work actions”
in which the Communist Youth League took part from 1946 until the 1970s by organi-
zing a massive mobilization of youth. Moreover, the accelerated industrialization of
the country based on the steel industry, the exploitation of mines and the creation of
very large national companies has harmful consequences on pollution problems’.

The economist Branko Horvat proposes a chronological breakdown of
Yugoslav economic development by periods as presented in the table above
for the period from 1945 to 1988 (phase A). From the beginning of 1990,
macro-economic stabilization and the transition to a market economy be-
gan, as in the other countries of Eastern Europe. Then from 1991, Serbia, like
the other countries resulting from the federation, entered a post-Yugosla-
vian period (phase B). The phase after 1945 is that of post-war reconstruction.
During this first period, GDP growth per capita was 40%. between 1945 and
1951. The reconstruction process will span several decades. In this context, af-
ter 1951, we witness the introduction and development of self-management?.

The period of the 1960s was marked by radical liberaliza-
tion measures which were introduced Iin 1961 and 1965, main-
ly <« in the direction of increasing the autonomy of companies»3.
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Indeed, the reforms' of the organization of the self-manage-
ment system provided that decisions on investments should be taken at
the level of AWOs (Associated Work Organizations) to reduce their de-
pendence on banks and thereby avoid their indebtedness. But in
1968, investments were mostly still financed by banks. In addition, wages kept ri-
sing, causing inflationary pressures. In 1967, takeovers and mergers of companies
are authorized in the self- managed sector of the organization of the self-manage-
ment system provided that decisions on investments should be taken at the level
of AWOs to reduce their dependence on banks and thereby avoid their indebte-
dness. But in 1968, investments were mostly still financed by banks. In addition,
wages kept rising, causing inflationary pressures. In 1967, takeovers and mergers
of companies are authorized in the self-managed sector?. This will result in a ten-
dency towards the emergence of monopolies. In addition, foreign direct invest-
ment (less than 50%) is authorized from 1968, as well as the creation of small
private companies, mainly in tourism and trade. The period of the sixties is still
marked by a growth in GDP per capita which will last until 1979 « reaching an
increase by 5 between 1951 and 1979 »3. Throughout this period, the self-ma-
nagement model works but dysfunctions appear. According to Wladimir Andreff,
the self-management system generates « two specific dysfunctions, and not the
least embarrassing, which ultimately condemn it in terms of economic efficien-
cy . it systematically creates unemployment and inflation »* Some economists,
such as Branko Horvat® or Aleksander Bajt were aware in the 1970s of the inte-
raction between self-management, unemployment, and inflation. The vicious cir-
cle that had set in can be described as follows: the income of companies being
distributed among those who work there, a new « recruitment is only collectively
advantageous if its productivity at work is clearly higher than the collective ave-
rage productivity »° As companies have a monopoly on their market, they will
act on prices. This situation pushes on the one hand the companies to recruit
little and on the other hand to increase the prices to increase their receipts and
thus their incomes. The period of « polycentric statism or the contractual eco-
nomy » characteristic of the 1970s and 1980s was marked by the develop-
ment of contractual relations between self-managed structures in companies.

1 CARIC Slavko, STANOJEVIC Obrad, Privredno i radno pravo. Pravni poloZaj privrednih organi-
zacija,(Le droit économique et le droit du travail. Le droit des organisations économiques), Novi Sad,
Visoka Skola za organizaciju rada, 1968, 201 p

2 BAKARIC Vladimir, Aktuelniproblemi sadagnje etape revolucije,(Les problémesactuels de
I'étape de la révolution), Zagreb, Stvarnost, 1967, 366 p.

3 Op.cit. https://yuhistorija.com/serbian/ekonomija_txt01.html

4 ANDREFF Wiadimir,La crise des économies socialistes, la rupture d’un systéme,Grenoble,
Presses Universitaires de Grenoble, 1993,p. 183.

5 HORVAT Branko, Lutanja jugoslovenske privrede, (Wanderings of the Yugoslav economy),E-
konomskipregled, Zagreb, 1993, p. 550-565.

6 ANDREFF Wiadimir, La crise des économies socialistes, la rupture d’un systéme, Grenoble,
Presses Universitaires de Grenoble, 1993, page 183.



Table 1 : Economic development and impact on environment in for-
mer Yugoslavia (SFRY - Socialist Federal Republic of Yugosla-
via)' (1945-1990) and after the transition from communism to ca-
pitalism (1990-2021) /  desintegration of former Yugoslavia.

Phase Economic periods Dates Im.pact on
environment
1)
a | Controled economy 1945- | XX
1951
b | Self-management period 1952- | XXX
1964
" ¢ | Economic liberalization and political democratization 1965- | XXX
1971
d Contractual economy 1972- | XXX
1987
. Nationalism 1988- | XXX
”18.
£ Macroeconomic stabilization and « blocked transition » ' | 1990- | X
B 2001
g Macroeconomic stabilization, structural reforms and | 2001- | XXX
economic international integration 2012
b Macroef:onomlc stabilization, structural reforms and EU 2012- | XXX
Integration 2023

Phase A : SFRY (Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia)

Phase B : After the disintegration of Yugoslavia (SFRY)

a-e : periods of economic development in Yugoslavia (SFRY)

f-h : periods of economic development during the transition from communism to capitalism and the disintegra-
tion of former Yugoslavia (SFRY)

(1) Impact on environment : X Low impact ; XX Medium impact ; XXX High impact
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The “economic institutional relations between the republics, the Federation
and the municipalities” from 1945 to 1990 could work because the League of
Communists made it possible to maintain cohesion, political centralization in a
largely decentralized system, but they had negative consequences on the envi-
ronment?. Indeed, despite the establishment of self- management, there was an
intensive use of natural resources. As in Western European countries, coal was
widely used during the decade of the 1950s. But unlike some Western Euro-
pean countries which reduced coal production by choosing nuclear power in the
1970s, Yugoslavia remain on a line of exploitation of traditional energy resources
with harmful consequences on the environment. A lot of laws have been adop-
ted in the period of 60s-80s. All these laws have been proscribed in 1991 and
each new country from former Yugoslavia has adopted separate new legislation.

After the death of Josip Broz Tito in 1980, and especially at the end of the
1980s, Yugoslavia found itself faced with several economic problems: hyperinfla-
tion, increasing foreign debt and shortages. However, despite the positive effects
of the macroeconomic stabilization program implemented on January 1st, 1990, as
in most Eastern European countries for the transition from communism to capita-
lism, the rise of nationalism will destroy the reforms in progress. In this context, to
Branko Horvat’s classification, it is necessary to add other periods to understand
the evolution of economic development in the former and post- Yugoslav space
after the disintegration of Yugoslavia until today (from 1990 to 2021). During this
period, the beginning of 1990 marked the beginning of the «transition» reforms
with the implementation of macro-economic stabilization (Markovi¢ plan), following
the example of what is happening in Poland (plan Balcerowicz) under the impetus
of the IMF and the Washington Consensus. The wars of 1991 to 1999 have deeply
marked all the countries resulting from the Yugoslav federation, The fall in produc-
tion of the 90s was so strong that it is still felt today. The production levels of 1989
are still not reached more than thirty years later. This sudden fall in production will
however make it possible to attenuate, or even reduce the negative effects on the
environ ment until 1996. However, the situation is more contrasted when we look
more closely since the production of lignite has not not decreased, but considerably
increased over the last twenty years with negative repercussions on air quality.

The experience of reintegration of Western Balkans countries in the
global economy after the period of conflicts and the process of enlarge-
ment of the EU since de beginning of 2000s, shows that the enlargement pro-
cess has a positive impact on the flow of Foreign Direct Investments. All
East European countries have registered in that period a significant increase
of FDI. Nowadays the situation is similar in the Western Balkan countries. In 2019
before the COVID 19 pandemic, the Western Balkans countries saw an increasing
in foreign direct investment. This contrasted with the trends of declining FDI both
globally and in the wider Central, Southeast and Eastern Europe (CESEE) region.
Western Balkan countries have been gradually converging to the European Union.

1 DUROVSKI Lazar, The Commune and the communal system of Jugoslavia, 1941-1978, Skop-
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However, due to different reasons, including transitional issues, macroeco-
nomic factors as well as internal and external shocks, the real convergence of the
Western Balkans region to the EU average is relatively slow. However, macro-eco-
nomic stabilization programs in place for many years, have produced conditions for
the development of the private sector and attraction of FDI. Nominal convergence
usually provides a stable macroeconomic environment as a favorable floor for real
convergence. In this context, EU enlargement has provided a positive framework
for the macro-economic stability. Despite of improvements in relation to previous
years, positive trends in FDI flows, economic stability, estimated growth rates and
economic benefits of EU accession at the country level and good macro-economic
indicators, the region continues to suffer from chronic problems, such as conti-
nued high levels of unemployment, resistance in implementation of reforms, lack
of regional economic plans and lack of internal investments policies.

Dependent Capitalism in the Western Balkans and Environmental issues

The period of macro-economic stabilization and the « blocked transition » in
the economic and political sphere has profoundly modified the social stratification
with a minority of winners and a mass of losers. This period is also characterized by
a loss of values and a profound change in beliefs. In this context of crisis and then
conflict, the informal economy and trafficking have become the rule. Finally, ine-
qualities have increased, the Yugoslav middle class has practically disappeared,
and a privileged category has benefited from the largesse of the regime, or has
taken advantage of the embargo against Serbia. On the contrary, retirees are in an
extremely precarious social situation. Moreover, as Catherine Samary points out,
one of the characteristics of the transition in Serbia is its « radicalization in the di-
rection of liberalism since the end of the 1990s »'. Since more than two decades,
economic reforms have been introduced in rapid waves and slowdowns, which
is characteristic of a shock therapy transition followed by a « stop and go » pe-
riod. The priority is placed on rapid privatizations, the closure of many unprofitable
companies as well as banks. The relationship between savings and productive
investment in the financial systems disappears completely. The focus is on FDI
which has not arrived at the expected level has contributed that the privatiza-
tions has mainly benefit to people enriched during the previous period of the 90s.

Since the Second World War and up to the present day, changes in production
and consumption patterns have had an impact on the environment? in Western Balk-
ans and evolves according to the phases of economic development. Insofar as a “so-
cialmarketeconomy” was in place, production followed logics of competition. The in-
fluencesofagricultural productionwere alsofelton air quality, ecosystems and waste.

1 SAMARY Catherine, « Réinsérer la Serbie dans I'analyse de la transition, rapports de proprié-
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Energy consumption and production also had a negative influence on air
quality and gas emissions. In addition, individual and collective mobility, and the
development of transport during the period from 1952 to 1990 had a negative
influence on air quality and gas emissions. During this period, the self-manage-
ment system in which there was a logic of competition relied on an intensive use
of labor with productivity gains. This had negative influences on the environment.
From the 1990s to the present day, rail transport has been reduced conside-
rably because of wars and lack of investment. Thus, road transport has beco-
me the main mode of transport between cities, thus contributing to air pollution.

Since the beginning of 2000, a neo-liberal economic model has been put
in place in all Western Balkans countries which became a constant in the for-
mation of capitalism® in the region. For more than two decades, economic re-
forms have been carried out without any real reflection on the logic of the se-
quences of reforms to be implemented or on their consequences. For example,
privatizations have been carried out rapidly between 2001 and today, sometimes
without corporate restructuring. Moreover, financial system reforms have been
slower than privatizations. In this context, there have been in many cases pri-
vatizations for the benefit of the old political and economic elites from the 90s.

The energy sector and consequences on environment: heritage and perspec-
tives

The energy sector in the Western Balkans is still characterized by insuffi-
cient and obsolete infrastructure, high dependence on fossil fuels?, late adoption
of renewables except for residential biomass and hydropower, limited energy ef-
ficiency, high rates of energy poverty despite generally high levels of subsidies,
limited market mechanisms and private sector participation. Environmental pro-
blems are linked to the dilapidated energy systems and the dependence on tra-
ditional energy sources (mainly coal). The high air pollution in some area and the
water pollution are in relation to the energy heritage from the former Yugoslavia
socialist period. Air pollution, particularly in urban and industrial zones, notably
stemming from outdated coal-fired power plants is also a major cross-border issue
in the region. Also, drinking water supply and discharge of wastewater are addi-
tional key concerns in the Western Balkan. At the same time, the region is rich in
biodiversity which needs to be protected, while sustainable managing of water
supply, wastewater and waste disposal is crucial. In addition, poor waste mana-
gement is linked to low investments in this sector and low municipalizes incomes.

1 AMABLE Bruno, Les cing capitalismes. Diversité des systemes économiques et sociaux dans
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In the recent period, Chinese investments in mines in Serbia and in the steel,
mill have resulted in environmental degradation. In addition, the mini hydropower
plants in Serbia and Bosnia-and-Herzegovina have caused significant damages.
The use of lignite also aggravates the pollution situation. Added to this are the
investment projects of the multinational companies, such as Rio Tinto in Serbia
which have provoked disputes and environmental conflicts. The Western Balkan
region is therefore facing a unique double transition: moving from centralized state-
controlled systems to open and competitive markets, and moving towards decarbo-
nization. These are at the same time the most important Pillars of the Economic and
Investment Plan for the Western Balkans that are in line with the Green Agenda’.
During the past decade there has been an awareness concerning environmental
questions in Western Balkans. The number of NGO dealing with environmental is-
sues has increased significantly in recent years. Therefore, the debates on energy
and the question of increasing investment in renewable energies and the manner
how such investments are to be made are relatively present. In this context, local
governments have adopted National Energy Strategies that have the main goal of
providing a secure energy supply and promoting compatible energy reforms in
accordance with the Energy Community Treaty (ECT)?. In addition, a regional ap-
proach in planning the energy sector investments is expected to decrease the ove-
rall investments needed to meet regional energy demand through increased ener-
gy trade. The transition from highly polluting coal to more sustainable and green
sources of energy production is a key point for the region to meets its commitments
under the Paris Agreement. The EU is therefore presenting a « Green Agenda for
the Balkans »3, as foreseen in the European Green Deal. This Agenda is formed by
five broad areas covered by the “Green Deal”: decarbonization, depollution of air,
water and soil, circular economy, farming and food production, and protecting bio-
diversity. The war in Ukraine since 2022 has also highlighted the energy question
in the Western Balkans and the question of dependence on Russia. Concerning
the vulnerability to climate change, he International Union for Conservation of Na-
ture (IUCN) and the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) identified the
Western Balkans as one of the most vulnerable areas to climate change in Europe®.

1 See https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1811
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Environmental democracy and Integration of Western Balkans into the Euro-
pean Union.

During the period 1960-1991 the Legal framework and public policies related
to environment followed the evolution of the Yugoslav socialism. The environmental
activism of the « Gorani movement »' was organized as a youth organization simi-
lar as the organization of the youth socialist organization. The ideological dimen-
sion was therefore present in the law and youth organizations. Since 1991 and until
nowadays, many legislations have been adopted in all post-Yugoslav countries with
a lack of participation of NGO and the academic sector in the preparation, the defi-
nition and implementation of the legislative framework in all Western Balkans coun-
tries. Only in recent years with an important development of the NGO sector dealing
with environmental issues the situation started to change. In addition, environmental
conflicts in recent years as local levels mainly focused on small hydroelectric plants
the relation between environmental damages and corruption has been highlighted
by local NGO. The Rio Tinto project for lythium exploration in Serbia revealed «
pressures on government »2 and was the occasion of important manifestations
against the project in autumn and winter 2021. Faced with mass demonstrations
the government decided to back down with this project. Following the three pillars
approach of environmental democracy, this event demonstrated that the environ-
mental activism has let to changes in governmental position through information,
participation and enforcement. Environmental democracy is also reflected in the
Public Policy Cycle, namely in Agenda setting, Policy formulation, Decision-making,
Implementation and Evaluation. The role of civil society organization in the environ-
mental sector has been taken into account in programming, implementation and
evaluation of EU pre-accession IPA funds and currently IPA Il framework (2021-
2027)® with impacts on the Public Policy Cycle in all Western Balkans countries.

The COVID-19 pandemics in 2020 — 2022 brought massive disruptive ef-
fects on the Western Balkan countries in terms of economic convergence with
the EU, facing the ongoing challenges of low competitiveness, high unemploy-
ment, and a significant brain drain. The need to intensify joint efforts by imple-
menting structural reforms, overcoming structural weaknesses, strengthening
innovation potential, and accelerating the green and digital transition — also in
view of their future in the EU — is more pressing. Therefore, in October 2020,
the European Commission adopted a comprehensive Economic and Investment
Plan (EIP) for the Western Balkans* which aims to spur the long-term recovery

1 VUKADINOVIC Nebojsa, « Géoculture de I'environnement en Serbie » (The Geo-Culture of
the Environment in Serbia), Balkanologie, Vol16, n°2, 2021, https://journals.openedition.org/balkanolo-
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- backed by a green and digital transition - leading to sustained econo-
mic growth, implementation of reforms required to move forward on the EU
path and bringing the Western Balkans closer to the EU Single Market. Along-
side the Economic Investment Plan to support the region, the European Com-
mission presented guidelines for the implementation of the Green Agenda in
the Western Balkans, adopted at the Western Balkans Summit in Sofia in No-
vember 2020 that aims at mirroring the EU Green Deal and presents tailored
solutions for bringing the region one step closer to climate neutrality by 2050.

Indeed, it foresees activities related to climate (including decarbonization,
energy, and mobility), circular economy (including waste, recycling, sustainable
production, and resource efficiency), biodiversity (aiming to protect and restore
the region’s natural assets), combating air, water and soil pollution and sustainable
food systems and rural areas. Digitalization will be the key to achieving the above
five pillars, in line with the concept of the dual green and digital transition. This
should help make the region more attractive for investment and tourism and unlock
the significant economic potential of a green economy. The success of the Green
Agenda for the Western Balkans depends on the commitment of all actors: the EU,
international financial institutions, bilateral donors, international organizations, and
beneficiaries. Considerable efforts are needed from all partners to coordinate acti-
vities, plan and implement this agenda in a way that enhances the complementarity
and synergies of all actions implemented so far by each beneficiary. The Green
agenda for Western Balkans sets strategic objectives towards a clean transport
that is a fit for a green and digital future, with sustainable mobility and a greening
infrastructure as essential elements’. In Serbia, the Ministry in charge of energy
has started preparing the new Energy Development Strategy covering the period
until 2050 but has also presented the preliminary goals for the National Energy and
Climate plans (NECP). In addition, a Strategic environmental impact assessment
procedure in EU and Western Balkans countries for the Interreg IPA Cross-border
Cooperation (CBC) has been initiated in 2021 for the period 2021-2027. Environ-
mental issues are also present in the EU Strategy for the Adriatic-lonian Region
(EUSAIR)?, more specifically under Pillar 3 and within the Danube Strategy (EUS-
DR)3. These two macro-regional Strategies provides a good opportunity for re-
gional cooperation between Western Balkans countries and between EU Member
States and Western Balkans countries. Inter pillar projects have been developed
within EUSAIR to promote common projects in Environment and Transport but
more synergies between the two macro-regional Strategies could be developed.

The process of European integration impact also on environmental issues in
Western Balkans through European projects and negotiation of the Acquis Commu-
nautaire. It is also a leverage on definition of public policies and local governments.
In this sense, the process of European integration participates to the environmental
democracy. However, without a clear calendar for EU integration of Western Balkans
countries, economic dependance fromnon-EU international actors can continue with
reinforcement of the dependent capitalism with its negative effects on environment.

1 Strategy for Sustainable and Smart Mobility in the Western Balkans, July 2021

2 https://www.aii-ps.org/eusair

3 https://danube-region.eu/about/



Policy recommendations :

e To support active consultation and participation of civil society organization
in preparation and monitoring implementation of Plans and Strategies in all sec-
tors, including Energy, Environment and Transport in all Western Balkans coun-
tries and to organize exchange of experiences between countries in these tasks.

e To strengthen the role of research and academic institutions in the de-
cision-making process for elaboration and implementation of pu-
blic policies in the environment sector in all Western Balkans coun-
tries and to promote academic and research regional cooperation.

e To reinforce synergies between the two macro-regional Strate-
gies (EUSAIR and EUSDR) in the area of environment and to stren-
gthen regional Cross border cooperation (CBC) in environment through
IPA- CBC programs and projects and other international donors.
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